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In fact, an effort she hel
start will be heard Saturday as
more than 100 people — including

Texas A&M University officials, -

Jeaders with the cities of Bryan
and College Station, those from
the religious and business sec-
tors, educators, law enforcement
and interested residents — will
get into buses and take a look at
some of the ugmﬁ%-mﬁowg
areas in Brazos County, which
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help them get /
During the ot
unity Plunge _
will stop for
“tour guides,

~ what’s being do
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Bryan program 1 of 6
national winners

By KELLY BROWN
Eagle Staff Writer

A Bryan program built to pull the com-
munity together and help families in need
has won a national award for its excellence
in mobilizing people to make a difference.

Project Unity was chosen this week as
one of six national winners from a pool of
135 communities across the country. The
Brazos County program was the only one
selected in Texas for developing exem-
plary local collaborations for children and
youth. Trgl

Six nationaclJ1 oggamzaut%rés voggin gxr}i ctgﬁ i

. inecluding : e
i“srsa(;‘élihtion of School Administrators, the E;Oﬁggﬁwp&o‘;
International City/County Management prestigious award,”

iation, the National Association of *Project -Unity s
AssoriaLOt = National League of Cities, ~iFroject Un i
Counties, the H premise that together

the National School Boards Assopiations T effective in b
and the United States Conference  communities than

Of&lhai’lre the program Is young —
o idea began evolving in 1993 but
't get funding until 1995 — it







Eagle photo/ Butch Ireland
sisters Judy, 10, and Janet Tarin, 6, of Bryan read books before the  Unity In Bryan. The 1.000-book collections at Project Unity and the
dedication of the Half Pint Library on Tuesday afternoon at Project Lincoln Center In College Station will be used for literacy programs.

I ibrary dedicated to youth, adult literacy programs

count bookstore chain Half Price Books.  ing.”

By KELLI LEVEY - !
“Tt was a magnificent book drive,” said Heller said the library will be moved

Eagle Staff Writer
John Mayner of the company's Dallas to the Kemp Elementary .

inutes after dozens of books were  headguarters. “We thank the city and sium on the weekends, when 200 stu-
delivered to Project Unity on the community.” dents and their Aggie mentors gather
Tuesday, a cluster of youngsters Heller thanked the company, as well The Positive Zone, Basketball is a m:
settled in to read. iWe have to connect with community ~ draw of the gatherings, but Heller said
*\Look at that. That's just what we parmers and Half Price Books has beena  the occasions are prime tunities to
want,” said Jeannie Heller, director of great partner,” she said. help voungsters and their i-ﬁsh L
the North Bryan center, Although the official book drive has improve thelr reading skills
The 1,000-book collections at Project ended, books will continue to come in, George Beckworth, wh
Unity and at the Lincoln Center in Col- said Bill Madden, district manager of the .
_jege Station are called Half Pint Bryan and North Houston book stares. the youngsters on Tu
e — - __“We'll probably be bringing 100 or so a “These books are h
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razos Valley have been
areas of “persistent pover-
OUmﬁQOm are passed down like
ms from one generation to
ext. For some, failure is a fami-

meﬁmw worker Jeannie McGuire

olleagues at Project Unity
; meﬂ o; ,ﬁwmmzmmwouﬂ dedicated to

helping families —
hope to break that
cycle by surround-

individuals with
Em education

and the loss of a m: AT i
ing to regroup and go for
says. “I think from E
we learn to be open §
who are hurting. All of the Sue
vou're kind of awakened to o th
Jeannie worked E.g
MHMR, which only reinfe n '
awareness of families in er 518
as a single mom, .?..EEQ as
aback by the labels she en a.‘
‘_&maﬁm:gm.&sg By
home” it almost _..dw. T hea
“These people are faced Wit
ing those labels every ._.rﬁ
mmé .._Bmmo.uanu justic
much unfairness. People.
based on their race ot of
cation levels.” .,
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> caref On Monday, the Brazos Valley will
0 make prom- answer the challenge. The first
annual Power of Five Youth Summit
en taught from a very will bring together members of the
at promises are to be community willing to make, as well
when they can be kept. as keep, five promises to our youth:

. : “You M That our children will have car-
promised” ing adults such as parents, mentors,
is often tutors and coaches in their lives. ng. Thr
used by B That our children will be provid- the planning comimn
our chil- ed safe places with structured activi-  munity of Promise
dren, our ties in which they can learn and volunteers to help.
Spouses, Srow.

L - our par- B That our children will be given
NN MCGUIRE - ents, our a healthy start in order to have a promises known to he
friends healthy future. into healthy and pr
mﬁﬂoﬁa. It is used not 1o B That our children will be given Between these
an effective education that will us mWOEm make a
equip them with marketable job
“promises” over people’s  skills.
verage. “If you do not do B That our children will be given

imagine how our ¢
promised, then I will never  the opportunity to give back to their  would thrive E&% e

for you again.” One communities through their own
s are often service.

keep. Change is a cer- America’s Promise believes that

munoﬁuwmm Emmm on on€  gyery child needs and deserves
every promise. According to a
Gallup research study in 2005, fewer
than one in three school-aged chil-
dren in America are receiving four

- or more promises. The statistics ﬁm o

us mama we need to do do:mﬁ :




This community has miles to go in nurturmg,,
protecting our children, and we have promise
keep as we guide our youngest residents to become heal
happy adults.

-~ ‘Elsewhere on thlS page you wﬂl find a column by Jeanni

assists them in accessing the help they need to be success. g‘\'_{
« ful. In her column, McGuire writes about the Power of Five Q;,.
— five promises adults should make and must make to ot P
children.
5 They are promises we must keep, not only for our ¢
dren, but also for ourselves. Studies show that chil
who have had the five promises made to them and ke
up to 10 times more likely to become productive a
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ful, its residents must be successful.

The five promises aren't particm]aﬂy
uldn't be hani tok_eep if we all i
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